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On December 17, 2024, we hosted a Flagship Programme titled, “CFBP 
Women Empowerment Summit” with the same fanfare and glory.  The Taj 
Lands End, Bandra was the perfect backdrop and our Chief Guest Nandita 
Das with Guests of Honour Dr. Pheroza Godrej and Padma Shri Prasoon 
Joshi were the cynosure of all eyes.  Our Executive Committee Member 
Payal Kothari had been working tirelessly since a few months and it bore 
fruit.  We introduced Awards to felicitate NGOs / Individuals that promoted 
Women / Girl Child.  Also, our Advisory Board Member Shaina NC worked 
hard to ensure that the Fashion Show portrayed the twin goals of Cancer 
Patients Aid and Women Empowerment at its best – approximately 43 
women of all shapes, sizes, vocations and age walked the ramp adding that 
dash of glamour to a purpose!   It was covered in the Economic Times. 

Our Third Edition of the Annual Ethics Lecture, primarily supported by the 
Tatas, promises to be a blockbuster Event – it will be held on February 15, 
2025.  

This time an interesting read is an article about how the enhancement of 
perceived value of a product can command a higher premium written by our 
Advisory Board Member and regular contributor Mr. Jagdeep Kapoor.  
Also, our Invitee Jalpa Merchant enlightens us on various issues that 
surround the controversial topic of Marital Rape.  My Article on the Adani 
Imbroglio was published in Business India. Hope you enjoy reading it as 
much as I did writing it.    

As I sit back and revel in the momentous December month, I gather that you 
must have a passion to do something!  At the same time, it is important to 
hone that passion and craft it to a certain level of perfection and 
presentability.  That gives you a sense of bliss.    

I end with a quote from that great Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom, 

 The happiness of a man in this life does not consist in the absence

 but in the mastery of his passions. 

     Alfred Lord Tennyson

Heartfelt from
The President

SWAPNIL S. KOTHARI
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All our esteemed readers including all other non-Patron Members are encouraged to call us and let us know 

if they are interested in becoming Patron Members and it’s resultant benefits besides the fact that
this List shall be published in every Newsletter (which comes out every two months and goes to about 1000 readers).
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Swapnil Kothari, President CFBP with Sonu Sood and 
Ashok Dhamankar - Director Magna Publishing Society Magazine 

where the magazine felicitated several Achievers whilst unveiling their 
latest issue that puts Sonu Sood on its cover page to showcase the launch 

of his first movie as its maker - Fateh - which released on 10th January
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THE ECONOMIC TIMES
30TH DECEMBER, 2024
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Source by : Business India - January, 2025
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Source by : Business India - January, 2025
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Marriage is a tricky interpersonal relationship and comes in with a 

bag full of aspirations, illusions and yes… expectations. The man 

and woman share a special bond of proximity based on the popular 

phrase ‘give and take’. How much who gives and how much who 

takes is never accounted for either as a debit or a credit. The 

weighing balance may be lop-sided but considered as ‘that’s ok…a 

woman always needs to sacri�ce more than a man.” If marriage is a 

sacri�ce, who are these o�erings going to ?

One of the most important pillars of society (as sociologists would 

scream out), is the institution of marriage because it gives human 

beings a sense of direction, purpose, progeny and stability. 

Marriage is sacrosanct and the man and woman who get into this 

relationship are suppose to maintain and execute the highest 

degree of truthful commitment towards each other and ful�ll 

duties respectfully.

Between satin folds of this idealistic relationship of marriage, there 

are undercurrents of not expecting or accepting denial from the 

wife towards sexual intercourse, if the husband wishes to do. 

Women more often than not, have no right to say “NO” for sex if her 

husband wants it. The man exercises his dominance and expresses 

his urge to get into a sexual act assuming that his partner will 

oblige ‘willingly’ each time and everytime. Why is this so ? Does the 

wife not have the right to say a “no” or “not today”? Does the wife’s 

consent, mental state or mood hold no validity or importance?  

Why does the woman either have to be on a guilt trip or fearful if 

she wishes to refuse and why does she have to feel traumatized 

with the thought that if she does not give in, her husband may treat 

her with disrespect or beat her up or seek other women?

This brings us to the topic much spoken and debated about 

recently - a concept called “Marial Rape”. Marital Rape is de�ned as 

an act of sexual intercourse with ones spouse without the approval 

or consent of that spouse. It is basically forced sex where one 

spouse manipulates the other in having sexual intercourse against 

the wishes and consent of that spouse. In romantic relationships or 

in marriage, sexual violence has several, di�erent faces. 

Furthermore, sexual assault need not always be overtly violent. 

Even if one partner forces himself onto the other  without consent 

of the other, this act is an act of rape and an act of sexual violence.

Commonly, people think that rape is something that happens only 

between strangers. Well….that is not true. An act of rape is also 

when there is nonconsensual sex. Spousal or marital rape is also to 

be considered as rape. When one partner - whether in marriage, or 

in a live-in, or in  romantic relationships - is deceived by the other to 

perform sexual acts when she does not want to indulge in that act 

- this is also considered as coercion and rape.

It is usually women who are victims of sexual assault. Marital rape 

happens across cultures, racial groups, di�erent ethnicities and 

varied socio-economic stratas. When a woman faces marital rape, 

she goes through intense emotions of disgust, helplessness, guilt 

and unhappiness. Rape, undet any circumstances, is not the fault of 

the victim. Rapists cannot justify their act of forcing themselves 

onto another human being. Rape is actually about power, control 

and dominance. It's about a husband or a partner believing that he 

has the right to demand and have sex whenever he wishes to.

The Indian government is not in favour of criminalizing marital rape 

saying that it would be “excessively harsh” and could completely 

disrupt the very institution of marriage. The Centre goes further to 

argue that marital relationships are di�erent from non-marital ones 

and therefore require di�erent punishments under law. The 

government expresses that currently non-consensual acts in a 

marital relationship do attract penal consequences under the 

Domestic Violence Act (DVA). The Centre has opposed to pleas in 

the Supreme Court to criminalize marital rape, stating that if a 

husband cannot engage in sexual acts with his own wife, and if 

done then  criminalized as rape…it will seriously impact the 

conjugal relationship, leading to disturbances in the institution of 

marriage.

In any case, rape is a heinous crime carrying with it a life-long 

baggage of deep-seated trauma. The questions that come to mind 

and debatable are - should marital rape be criminalized? Should it 

be made punishable by law? Will it be too harsh and inappropriate 

if marital rape is criminalized? What is the proof that it's a rape?  Will 

this law, if implemented, be misused?

In my opinion, any type of nonconsensual sex should be an act to 

be severely punishable by law, even if it is between husband and 

wife or between romantically involved man and woman or girl and 

boy.  Social issues often come with a pinch of salt and has a �ipside 

to it.  So, looking at this issue more objectively from both points of 

views- socially and legally- what if criminalization of marital rape 

gets misused? How does the judiciary ensure fair and just verdicts 

in cases of marital rape?  What if rape in marriage or romantic 

relationships is misused with the intention to defame, traumatize 

or extract money from the “rapist” by twisting facts to the “victim’s” 

advantage through false allegations to demean the character of 

the other person?

A thin dividing line between facts and fabrications, with multiple 

shades of grey, the issue of marital rape will continue to be a 

sensitive issue and much to ponder about.

• • •

Jalpa Merchant




